
 

 

 
 

 
February 27, 2024 
District Office 
6:30 p.m.  

 
 
CORE VALUES 
 

We Believe 
 
● That all children can learn. 

● In educating the whole child so he/she can meet the District’s Standards. 

● In focusing on student achievement. 

● In providing a comprehensive and enriched curriculum for all students reflecting 
the needs and available resources of the community. 

● That the combined commitment of the Board of Education, staff, families, 
students, and community is the key to educational success. 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Regular Meeting of the South Colonie Board of Education will be called to order by the 

President of the Board of Education. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 
 

 Thomas Blakley    Rose Gigliello   Christopher Larrabee 

 Brian Casey   Michael Keane   Robert Mesick  

 Stephanie Cogan   David Kiehle    James T. Ryan 

 

Also Present: 

David Perry, Superintendent of Schools 

Timothy Backus, Deputy Superintendent  

Jacqlene McAllister, Assistant Superintendent for Management Services & Strategic Planning 

Christopher Robilotti, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources & Safe Schools  

Amber Lanigan, District Clerk 

 

 

2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 

The President of the Board of Education will lead the pledge to the flag. 

 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

If the Board approves, the following suggested motion is in order: Motion made by 

_________________________, seconded by _________________________, that the minutes 

of the Regular Meeting of February 6, 2024 be approved. 

  

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 

 

 

4. SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bN2DixsfoAY7n0m8nP7LHhFjPriLTWEy/view?usp=drive_link
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6. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Please use the attached link to submit Board Meeting Public Comments.  02/27/24 BOE 

Meeting Public Comments 

 
  

7. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS & ACTION ITEMS 

 

Board Committees have met since the last Board of Education meeting. Chairpersons will 

make recommendations to the full Board, and/or seek clarification on issues. Board members 

who are liaisons to District-wide committees will also report at this time. 

 

A. Academic Achievement  

 

Mr. Kiehle, Committee Chair, will be available to answer questions regarding the report on 

the Academic Achievement Committee meeting that was held on February 6, 2024. 

 

B. Policy 

 

Final Reading and Approval   

 

4327 - Homebound Instruction 

8130.2 - Workplace Violence Prevention 

 

On behalf of the Policy Committee, upon the motion made by Committee Chair/Member 

______________________, recommendation that the revisions made to the above stated 

Policies be approved as presented. 

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 

 

 

8. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION AND STUDY 

 

A. 2024-2025 Budget Discussion 

 

Jacqlene McAllister, Assistant Superintendent for Management Services & Strategic 

Planning, will discuss preliminary 2024-2025 budget development and focus on Special 

Education and PPS.   

 

9. REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION 

 

The Superintendent recommends approval of the following: 
 

A. Committee on Special Education 

 

Placements as indicated per Student Support Services. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDtEAxf3YJUgqwzONjvZa9_1QYQKAgal2LfF5SdFmxChEtXQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDtEAxf3YJUgqwzONjvZa9_1QYQKAgal2LfF5SdFmxChEtXQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C5G1ds8fsQPEdgNS-VtuhRq0Q--mtGdG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y8slaOPxGkQvKx8v-1BXzv4QSDwkrpcv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OevTxuAyJHjQYtdeqoFJsLamiK89STzB/view?usp=drive_link
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B. In-Service Courses 

 

Approval of in-service courses as per attached list. Interested staff may register for 

courses on PD Express.  

 

C. Health & Welfare Contracts 

 

Approval of contracts with the following school districts to provide health and welfare 

services for the 2023-2024 school year for their students who attend An Nur Islamic 

School, Christian Brothers Academy, and Our Savior’s Christian School located in the 

South Colonie Central School District, at a rate of $901.38 per student for approximately 

783.448 students: 

 

Albany     Lansingburgh 

Amsterdam    Mechanicville 

Averill Park    Menands 

Ballston Spa    Niskayuna 

Berne-Knox-Westerlo   North Colonie 

Bethlehem     North Greenbush 

Broadalbin     Queensbury 

Brunswick     Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk 

Burnt Hills     Rensselaer 

Canajoharie    Rotterdam Mohonasen 

Catskill     Saratoga Springs 

Chatham     Schalmont 

Cobleskill     Schenectady 

Cohoes     Schodack  

Coxsackie     Schuylerville 

Duanesburg    Scotia-Glenville 

East Greenbush    Shenendehowa 

Galway     South Glens Falls 

Gloversville    Stillwater 

Green Island    Troy 

Greenville     Voorheesville 

Guilderland    Waterford Halfmoon 

Hoosic Valley    Watervliet 

Lake George    Wynantskill  

 

  

 

 

    

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17AKV-hwaAot-FPfzLE5FOb9lhv1sSeHM/view?usp=drive_link
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D. Use of School Bus 

 

Approval of the use of one (1) school bus with wheelchair accessibility on Thursday, 

March 14, 2024, by the Fuller Road Fire Department, Inc., 1342 Central Avenue, 

Albany, NY 12205. Pick-up time will be 5:00 pm at the Firehouse and the return time 

will be approximately 10:30 pm at the Firehouse. Mileage fees will be waived. 

 

E. Declare as Surplus 

 

1. Thirty (30) 9th Grade Foundations of Art textbooks located at Colonie Central High 

School are no longer used. 
 

2. Karcher sanitizing sprayer located at Saddlewood Elementary School, Asset Tag 

#108868, is no longer in working order.   

 

F. Donations 

 

1. Donation from Maryann Reilly-Johnson, 24 Dogwood Lane, Loudonville, 

NY  12211, of one (1) 2010 Samuel Shen 16" Viola, Model SA800 410, Serial 

Number 050514, with upgraded bow and case, valued at $2,943.00. 

 

2. Donation from Saddlewood Elementary PTA to South Colonie CSD in the amount 

of $1,186.80.  The donation is to be used to purchase fans for Saddlewood cafeteria. 

 

G. Re-appropriation of the 2023-2024 Budget 

 

Re-appropriation of the 2022-2023 budget in the amount of $1,186.00.  The total re-

appropriated budget is $122,198,316.00. 

 

H. Clerk’s & Treasurer’s Reports – January 2024 

 

If the Board approves, the following suggested motion is in order: Motion made by 

______________________, seconded by ________________________, that the above 

stated Reports and Recommendations be approved. 

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 
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10. PERSONNEL – INSTRUCTION  (Pages 9-11) 
 

If the Board approves, the following suggested motion is in order: Motion made by 

______________________, seconded by ________________________, that the Instruction 

Personnel changes listed on the attached sheets dated February 27, 2024 be approved. 

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 

 

 

11. PERSONNEL – SUPPORT  (Pages 12-13) 
 

If the Board approves, the following suggested motion is in order: Motion made by 

______________________, seconded by ________________________, that the Support 

Personnel changes listed on the attached sheets February 27, 2024 be approved. 

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 

 

 

12. RESOLUTION TO ADOPT NEW MASCOT: COLONIE WOLFPACK 

 

WHEREAS, in order to comply with the amended Regulations of the Commissioner of 

Education, the Board of Education of the South Colonie Central School District has directed 

the discontinuation of the Indigenous mascot name and logo of the “Raider Indian”, effective 

as of June 30, 2023, based upon the action by the New York State Board of Regents effective 

as of May 3, 2023, the Board of Education authorized a process for community involvement 

for a new mascot, and 

 

WHEREAS, the process to replace the school mascot began in June 2023 and followed a 

directive from the New York State Department of Education, which required school districts 

that have Native American-themed logos or mascots to change them, or face loss of state aid, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the school district received more than 260 proposed mascot ideas from 

community members, staff, families and students over a 30-day period, and 

 

WHEREAS, the “mascot rebranding committee”, which included a range of stakeholders 

including alumni, parents, staff and students, narrowed the field to four choices, and a top 

choice consensus was reviewed by the mascot rebranding committee, and 

 

WHEREAS, the school mascot name of “Colonie Wolfpack” received more than two-thirds of 

the votes by the stakeholder groups, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the South 

Colonie Central School District accepts the recommendation of the mascot rebranding 

committee and directs the designation of a new mascot name of “Colonie Wolfpack” effective 

as of July 1, 2024, and does authorize and direct an action plan to develop a design for a logo 

for the Colonie Wolfpack mascot, and 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eehXHyOEjaRze0r6lVfVrGD3F-WUc6Sh/view?usp=drive_link
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FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Education authorizes necessary funding to develop the 

new logo for “Colonie Wolfpack” and to replace the logo of the previous Indigenous name and 

mascot. 

 

If the Board approves, the following suggested motion is in order: Motion made by 

______________________, seconded by ________________________, that the above stated 

Resolution be approved.  

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried:        

 

 

13. FUTURE MEETINGS 
  

 March 7  Transportation/Facilities Committee Meeting – 8:30 am – District  

   Office  

 March 12  Accountability & Board Operations Committee Meeting – 5:30 pm–  

   Saddlewood Elementary  

 March 12  Board of Education Meeting – 6:30 pm – Saddlewood Elementary 

 March 18  Policy Committee Meeting – 5:30 pm – District Office  

 April 9  Strategic Planning Committee Meeting – 5:30 pm – Shaker Road 

 April 9  Board of Education Meeting – 6:30 pm – Shaker Road  

 April 16  Graduation/Athletics Hall of Fame Committee Meeting – 5:30 pm –  

   District Office  

 April 24  Board of Education Meeting – 6:30 pm – District Office (Wednesday) 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

It is anticipated that the Board may enter Executive Session at this time. 

 

Motion by _______________________, seconded by _________________________, to enter 

Executive Session to discuss fiscal and employment matters relating to particular persons.   

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 

 

Time: ________________________ 

 

Motion by _______________________, seconded by _________________________ to adjourn 

Executive Session.   

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 

 

 

Time: _______________________ 
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14. ADJOURN MEETING 

 

If the Board approves, the following suggested motion is in order: Motion made by 

______________________, seconded by ________________________, that the Regular 

Meeting be adjourned. 

 

Time: ________________________ 

 

_____ Yes          _____ No          _____ Abstain   Carried: 
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10.   PERSONNEL – INSTRUCTION 

 

 A. Resignation 
 

  1. Name: Jennifer Pavone 

   Position: Teaching Assistant  

   Location: Colonie Central High School  

   Effective Date: February 26, 2024 

   Reason: Accepted another position within the District 

     

 B. Appointment 

 

  1. Name: Kaitlyn Riegert 

   Type: Probationary – 4 Year 

   Teaching Area: Teaching Assistant 

   Location: Forest Park Elementary School   

   Effective Date: February 26, 2024 

   Salary: As per the SCTA TA Contract (pro-rated) 

   Certification: Pending Teaching Assistant, Level 1 

     

 C.  Temporary Appointment 
 

  1. Name: Eliah Golding 

   Type: Temporary (1.0)  

   Tenure Area: Teaching Assistant  

   Location: Colonie Central High School  

   Effective Date: January 29, 2024 

   Ending Date: June 30, 2024 

   Salary: As per SCTA TA Contract (pro-rated) 

   Education: B.S. from the SUNY Brockport 

   Certification: Pending Teaching Assistant, Level 1  

     

 D. Increase of Appointments 

 

  1. Name: Susan Vatalaro 

   Teaching Area: ELA Teacher 

   Location: Colonie Central High School-CVLA 

   Increase: .10 

   Effective Dates: February 12, 2024 to June 30, 2024  

     

  2. Name: Megan Carlin 

   Teaching Area: ELA Teacher 

   Location: Colonie Central High School-CVLA 

   Increase: .10 

   Effective Dates: February 12, 2024 to June 30, 2024  
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  3. Name: Debra LaBrake 

   Teaching Area: ELA Teacher 

   Location: Colonie Central High School-CVLA 

   Increase: .10 

   Effective Dates: February 12, 2024 to June 30, 2024  

     

  4. Name: Kathy Conway 

   Teaching Area: Environmental Science Teacher 

   Location: Colonie Central High School-CVLA 

   Increase: .10 

   Effective Dates: February 12, 2024 to June 30, 2024  

     

 E. Summer School Appointments 
 

  Approval of the following summer school appointment, per the Board of Education Policy 9290.  

Each person is certified and understands that the appointment is contingent upon sufficient 

enrollment for the 2024 summer school program: 
 

  Stephanie Luce 5-12 Summer School Principal  

  Melissa Judge Special Education Summer School Principal 

  Jennifer Wells K-4 Summer Academy Principal 

  Janae Vanderpoel 5-12 Summer School Associate Principal 

  Richard Thompson K-4 Summer Academy Administrative Aide Level 2 

   

 F. Substitute Teachers 
 

  Approve substitute teachers on the attached list for regular appointments. 

   

 G. Cafeteria Supervision for the 2023-24 School Year 

 

  Rescind the following previously approved position effective from February 12, 2024 to March 

8, 2024: 

 

  Saddlewood Elementary School  

 

  Tamara Pink 1.0 

    

  Appoint the following previously approved position effective from February 12, 2024 to March 

8, 2024: 
 

  Saddlewood Elementary School 
 

  Michelle Steadman 1.0 

    

    

    

    

    



AGENDA Board of Education Meeting – February 27, 2024 11 

 H. Co-Curricular – 2023-24 School Year 

 

  Rescind the following previously approved position: 

 

  Lisha Kill Middle School  
 

  Season IV – Flag Football (5-6) Wendy Kelley 1.0 

     

  Appoint the following previously approved positions at the approved rate of compensation: 
 

  Colonie Central High School 
 

  E-Sports Club Thomas Casey 1.0 

     

 I. Interscholastics for Spring – 2023-24 School Year 

 

  Appoint the following previously approved positions at the approved rate of compensation: 
 

  Spring Faculty Manager Sean Merchant 1.0 

  Freshman Boys Baseball Ken Szesnat 1.0 

  Modified Boys 7/8 Baseball Evan Sanders 1.0 

  Modified Boys 7/8 Baseball  Matthew O’Brien 1.0 

  Varsity Girls Flag Football Bryan Grimes 1.0 

  Varsity Girls Flag Football Rachel Geissler .50 

  Assistant Junior Varsity Boys Lacrosse Joe Repko 1.0 

  Junior Varsity Girls Lacrosse Aliyah Massaconi 1.0 

  Assistant Modified Girls Lacrosse Kelly Murphy 1.0 

  Assistant Varsity Girls Softball Scott McIntyre 1.0 

  Junior Varsity Girls Softball Lexi Szesnat 1.0 

  Assistant Junior Varsity Girls Softball Amanda Wells 1.0 

  Modified Girls 7/8 Softball Sarah Baluch 1.0 

  Modified Girls 7/8 Softball Ashley Carroll 1.0 

  Assistant Modified Coed Swimming Hillary Beck 1.0 

  Assistant Varsity Boys Outdoor Track Justin Bopp .10 

  Assistant Varsity Boys Outdoor Track Gabe Young .20 
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11.   PERSONNEL – SUPPORT 
 
 

 A. Creation of Position 

 

  Effective February 28, 2024 – June 30, 2024: 
 

  (1) .81 Temporary School Monitor  

   

 B. Retirement  
 

  1. Name: Barbara Bard 

   Position: School Monitor 

   Effective Date: July 1, 2024 

   Years of Service: 2003-2024 

     

 C. Resignation 
 

  1. Name: Taylor Garhartt 

   Position: Custodial Worker 

   Location: Sand Creek Middle School 

   Effective: February 14, 2024 

   Reason: Personal  

     

 D. Appointments 
 

  1. Name: Zaevion Chaney 

   Position: Probationary School Monitor (.81) 

   Effective: February 14, 2024 

   Salary: $15.34 per hour per Teamsters Contract 
   Hours: 6.5 hours per day 
   Current Location:  Lisha Kill Middle School 
   Probationary Period:  February 14, 2024 – October 14, 2024 
     

  2. Name: Vincent Landry 

   Position: Custodial Worker Substitute 

   Effective: February 15, 2024 

   Salary: $16.00 per hour 
     

  3. Name: Jennifer Pavone 

   Position: Provisional Senior Keyboard Specialist (10 month +1 

week) 

   Effective: February 26, 2024 

   Salary: Schedule C per CSEA Contract 

   Hours: 7.0 hours per day 

   Current Location:  Colonie Central High School 

   Probationary Period:  February 26, 2024 – October 19, 2024 
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  4. Name: Rita Archina 

   Position: Temporary School Monitor (.81) 

   Effective: February 28, 2024 – June 30, 2024 

   Salary: $15.34 per hour per Teamsters Contract 

   Hours: 6.5 hours per day 

   Current Location:  Shaker Road Elementary School 

     

  5. Name: Jennifer Putnam  

   Position: Probationary Food Service Helper (.62) 

   Effective: February 26, 2024  

   Salary: $15.38 per hour per CSEA Contract 

   Hours: 4.0 hours per day 

   Current Location:  Sand Creek Middle School 

   Probationary Period:  February 26, 2024 – October 26, 2024 

     

 E. Leave of Absence  
 

  1. Name: Eliah Golding 

   Position: School Monitor 

   Location: Colonie Central High School 

   Type: Personal 

   Effective Date: January 29, 2024 – June 30, 2024 


